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Apricots -Apricot production for 1999 is estimated to be 125,000 tons, up approximately 11% from the 1998 crop. Bearing
acres are estimated at 19,000. Set was very heavy this year, following one of the best blooms experienced in years. Many
growers are concerned about small sizes. The crop is at least ten days later than average. Some growers noticed light frost
damage.

Sweet Cherries - This year's sweet cherry crop is forecast at 50,000 tons, up 225% from the 1998 crop. Bearing acreage
is estimated at 17,500, and the yield calculates to 2.86 tons per acre. Orchards received rain on a regular but moderate basis
with a good amount of chill hours. The rains which occurred in the first week of June caused little or no damage.

Peaches - The 1999 California Freestone peach crop is forecast at 370,000 tons, up 4.6% from last year's crop. Bearing
acreage is estimated at 37,000, and the yield calculates to 10 tons per acre. California's Clingstone peach crop is forecast
at 525,000 tons this year, up slightly from 1998. Bearing acreage is estimated at 29,800, and the yield calculates to 17.62 tons
per acre. In contrast to last season there has been an adequate amount of chilling hours over the winter season.
Temperatures have been on the cool side most of the spring and crop development is running behind normal. Frost and hail
damage has been reported in several areas.

Bartlett Pears - The forecast for the 1999 Bartlett pear crop is 285,000 tons, up 10% from last year. Bearing acres are
estimated to be 15,000. The Bartlett pear areas have experienced a cool spring. As a result, maturity is about ten days behind
normal. Quality and fruit size are reported to be good. 

Prunes - Prune production this year is forecast at 180,000 tons, up 67% from the 1998 crop. Bearing acreage is estimated
at 83,000, and the yield calculates to 2.17 tons per acre. Flowering of the prune crop was delayed by cool, wet conditions,
while set was impacted by below normal temperatures and strong winds. Fortunately, most orchards had a heavy bloom and
a good set was realized. The crop is generally one to two weeks later than normal throughout the State.

Wheat - The California winter wheat forecast, at 877,500 tons, is up 7% from last month and 28% above 1998. Acreage
harvested for grain is 3% above last year. The yields are expected to be 2.25 tons per acre, up 25% from 1998. Durum wheat
production is forecast at 299,250 tons, unchanged from last month and 37% below 1998. Acreage expected for harvest is
105,000, 40% below last year. The expected yield of 2.85 tons per acre is up 6% from 1998. Harvest in the desert valleys was
approximately 60% complete as of June 1.

The California Agricultural Statistics Service operates under a cooperative agreement between CDFA and USDA's National
Agricultural Statistics Service. This joint service prepares and distributes statistics on California agriculture. The next
production report will be issued on July 12, 1999.

JUNE CROP PRODUCTION ESTIMATES
(As of June 1, 1999)

Crop Production Percent Change
From 1998(Tons)

Apricots 125,000 +11
Cherries 50,000 +225
Peaches,
    Freestone 370,000 +5
    Clingstone 525,000 +1
Pears 285,000 +10
Prunes 180,000 +67
Wheat,
    Winter 877,500 +28
    Durum 299,250 -37


